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Dear Parents, Carers, and School Community,

As we move through another busy and rewarding month at Orange Tree School, it
has been wonderful to see our students embracing every opportunity to learn,

A MESSAGE grow and celebrate together.

FROM THE This edition of the newsletter highlights the incredible breadth of experiences our
students have enjoyed, from developing confidence through Year 10 work

HEADTEACHER experience placements and exploring wellbeing through movement and yoga, to
celebrating Pride Month and taking part in thought-provoking anti-racism
workshops. These experiences reflect our commitment to helping every student
become confident, compassionate and prepared for life beyond the classroom.

Zoe Ramshaw

Our World Cup sweepstake has certainly added some excitement around school! It
has been fantastic to see students and staff enthusiastically supporting countries
"It always seems from around the world and coming together in the spirit of friendly competition. |
) . o ces was delighted to draw Ghana in the staff sweepstake, and I'm hopeful the Black
lmpOSSlbLe until it's Stars can go all the way, although I'm sure some of my colleagues may have other

done_” ideas!

As we approach the final weeks of the academic year, | would like to thank our
-Nelson Mandela families for your continued support. Your encouragement and partnership play an
invaluable role in our students' success. | am also incredibly grateful to our
dedicated staff, whose enthusiasm and commitment ensure that every day at
Orange Tree is filled with opportunity, care and encouragement. | hope you enjoy
reading this month's newsletter and celebrating the many achievements of our
students.




MOVEMENT AND WELLBEING

This month in Movement and Wellbeing lessons, students have
taken part in various Yoga Lifeskills challenges set by ASDAN.
This is an education charity and awarding organisation that
offers accredited courses and qualifications to students with a
view to “engage, elevate and empower learners with diverse
needs”.

During Movement and Wellbeing sessions students are
encouraged to practice an array of strategies to improve their
wellbeing and self-regulation through movement, breathing and
mind-body practices, in a non-judgemental and non-competitive
environment. Guiding students to develop and maintain a self-
care practice for life, the curriculum is designed to embrace
individuality, develop self-confidence and build strength,
flexibility and co-ordination. Encouraging creativity through self-
expression and empathy through listening and teamwork skills,
the course helps to create a climate of calm, community and
positivity within the classroom, enhancing positive learning-
related outcomes.

While classes are not assessed, ASDAN certificates acknowledge
participation at different levels depending on year group and
length of engagement. This year many students will be receiving
certificates ranging from: Working Towards Entry Level 1 - An
Introduction to Yoga, where they need to demonstrate their
knowledge of some poses, breathing exercises, and ability to
stay still in relaxation for a period of time; to Entry level 2 - Yoga
and Health, where students are required to plan and teach some
aspects of the class, as well as identify benefits of yoga for their
health.

While yoga is about the journey and not the result, certificates
are always lovely! Well done to everyone who took part!
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PRIDE MONTH

Throughout June, our school has been celebrating Pride Month, a time to recognise and celebrate diversity,
inclusion and respect within our community and across the UK.

At Orange Tree, we are proud to have
students from a wide range of backgrounds
and experiences, including members of the
LGBTQ+ community. We believe that every
student should feel valued, respected and
able to be themselves. By treating one
another with kindness and consideration,
including using people's chosen names and
pronouns, we help to create a welcoming
environment where everyone can thrive.

To mark Pride Month, students have been
taking part in a lunchtime rock-painting
activity. The activity has provided a creative
opportunity for students to express
themselves and celebrate the values of
inclusion, acceptance and community.

The painted rocks will be combined to create
a large collaborative art display, showcasing
the diversity of our school and serving as a
colourful reminder of the importance of
respect and belonging for all.

Thank you to all students who have participated and helped make Pride Month a meaningful celebration within our
school community. Happy Pride Month!

Book of the Month

Greek Mythology for teens explores some of the most famous heroes and stories
from Greek mythology. Through exciting adventures and timeless themes, it shows
why these ancient myths continue to fascinate readers and offer insights into human
nature thousands of years after they were first told.




WORLD CUP SWEEP STAKE

The World Cup has brought our school community together,
and we've certainly been getting into the tournament spirit!

On Thursday 11th June, we held our staff World Cup country
draw in the library. Each member of staff randomly selected a
country and is now cheering them on in the hope of winning the
staff cash prize.

The following day, it was the students' turn to get involved! Our
Year 8 LSA and student representatives visited each form class,
where students drew five countries from a hat. Once every form
had completed the draw, the form groups were split into two
teams:

Side A: 7A, 8A, 9A, 10A and 12A

Side B: 7B, 8B, 9B, 10B and 12B

Each side will support all of the countries drawn by their team
throughout the tournament. As the competition unfolds,
students will be cheering on their countries and hoping their
side comes out on top!

The winning side will receive a prize, which will be chosen by our
students. As an added bonus, the form group that originally
drew the winning country will also receive a special prize.

Good luck to all our teams—we can't wait to see who will be
crowned our school World Cup champions!
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YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
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After successfully completing a week of mock exams, our
Year 10 students were ready to take their next exciting step
towards the professional world with their work experience
placements.

In preparation for the week beginning 22nd June, our Year
10 team worked closely with students and reached out to a
range of local businesses to find placements that matched
their interests, strengths and future aspirations.

This month, our students have gained valuable experience
in a variety of settings, including a garden centre, a
mechanics' garage, retail stores, charity shops, nurseries, a
local primary school, construction sites, as well as here at
Orange Tree School as Learning Support Assistants.

The enthusiasm shown by our students has been fantastic.
One Year 10 student working at a local primary school said,
"If | could, I'd stay and work here forever!" Another student,
who completed their placement in construction, shared
that he's “excited to come back next week and try new
methods of bricklaying" These comments reflect the
confidence, enjoyment and motivation our students have
gained through their placements.

Work experience is an important part of preparing our
students for greater independence and life beyond school.
It gives them the opportunity to develop confidence, build
workplace skills, and experience the responsibilities of
employment in a supportive environment.

N

We are incredibly proud of our Year 10 students for stepping out of their comfort zone and into the professional
world and look forward hearing about the new skills, experiences and memories they have gained during this
exceiting week.



SCHOLASTIC BOOKFAIR

We are excited to announce that from the 30w June - 3™ July ‘Scholastic Book Fair’ will be

visiting Orange Tree School!

Parents and Carers Notice

Scholastic Book Fair is a mobile bookstore which
will be at OTS for one week only!

Scholastic is one of the largest providers of free
books to schools via a reward scheme which
helps to ensure that as many children as
possible have access to books that support
reading for pleasure.

Every time you buy from the Book Fair, you help
to make a difference by supporting literacy in
your child’s setting. Last year, with your help,
‘Scholastic Book Fair' gave over £5.3M worth of
free books to schools nationwide, which stocked
school libraries and classrooms.

Books can be purchased via online payment,
card and/or cash!

Student Notice

On Tuesday 30th June and Thursday 2nd July,
students will have the opportunity to visit the
Book Fair during their English and Love of
Literacy lessons. During these visits, students
can browse the selection of books and
complete a Wish List of any titles they would
like to purchase. Wish Lists can then be taken
home for parents and carers to review.

We are excited to invite parents and carers to attend our Book Fair on Friday 3rd July, from 8:50am-9:30am. This
event will take place in the outside area, providing an opportunity to browse and purchase books while supporting

reading for pleasure

TUTOR GROUP COMPETITION

So far, over the month of June 8B has started off the new
term with a win of 26 positive points! Though 7A have
remained at the top of the leaderboard with 25 points on
average, winning 2 weeks in a row!

A big well done to all tutor groups for their hard work this

term!




ANTI-RACISM WORKSHOP

This June, we were pleased to welcome the Every Future Foundation to our school to deliver a series of engaging
workshops for students and staff. The sessions focused on anti-racism education, helping students to develop a

deeper understanding of racism, inclusion and equality.

Workshops started with Years 7 and 8 for a 50-minute
session during Period 4, following with Years 9 and 10 taking
part in the same session during Period 5.

During the workshops, students explored what racism
means, how it operates and how it can be identified in
everyday life. The sessions focused on the theoretical
framework of the three levels of racism: personal,
institutional and internal.

Students also discussed internal racism and considered how
negative self-talk can develop among non-white minorities
as a result of growing up as a minority within society.
Through a range of interactive activities, including videos,
role-play scenarios and mini debates, students explored key
concepts and terminology in an engaging and thought-
provoking way
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From 3:00pm to 4:00pm, staff attended their own
dedicated training session. This provided the team
with valuable insights and practical strategies to
support anti-racist practice within school and to
continue fostering an inclusive environment for all
members of our community.

Thank you to the Every Future Foundation for delivering these informative and impactful sessions, which
encouraged important discussions and understanding across our school!




IMPORTANT DATES
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APPRECIATION TREE LEAF WINNER

The appreciation tree leaf winner this month is Nadav!
Nadav's leaf said: “A sincere thank you to Nadav for your
kindness and for your willingness to help other

learners.”

Thank you and we hope you enjoy your prize!

Food Tech highlights

This month in Food Tech, year 7 and 8 made Tre
Leche Cake and cinammon rolls meanwhile Year 9
& 10 made Vegetarian Quesadillas and jerk
chicken. And to help cool off in the hot weather all
students took turns making fresh fruit smoothies
and milkshakes!



https://www.instagram.com/orangetreeschool/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576712743736
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61576712743736

At Thea National College, wa provide everything educators and trusted adults need to strengthen, maonage and evidance their professional, and parsonal development, in one place, on one platform.
This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be oware of. Flease visit nationalcollege.com for further information ond resources.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING

Data collected for ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) shows an increase in 11 te 17-year-olds exparimenting with
vaping: from 7.7% in 2022 to 11.6% in 2023. It's concerning that these age-restricted products are getting into the hands
of under 18s as most contain nicotine, which can be detrimental to brain development and cause long-term addiction.

Some schools have reported students having their focus in lessons affected by nicotine cravings; vaping in school
tollets; and even trying vapes found in their local park. Raising awareness of the risks among young people could

help to prevent these problems from escalating and reduce the number of young vapears. -
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FRun by the Cambridgeshin and Petorborough Healthy Schools Service
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