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A MESSAGE
FROM THE
HEADTEACHER

Zoe Ramshaw

“The rain WILL stop,
the night WILL end,
the hurt WILL fade.
Hope is never so lost
that it can’t be
found.”

- Mandy Hale
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Dear Parents/Carers,

February came and went in the blink of an eye. | have noticed
that the lighter and longer days are creeping in which boosts
everyone’s mood.

Thank you to all the parents who commented on the term date
guestionnaire. Your responses were really helpful, and | hope to
have the final term dates out to you for 2025/26 in the next
week or so.

Well done to all of the students who completed their BTEC food
exams last week. The food looks delicious, and we have some
very talented chefs at Orange Tree.

We are all looking forward to world book day on 6th March. |
have overheard many staff talking about what characters they
are planning on dressing up as. We will share photos in the next
newsletter. We also have a therapeutic coffee morning on 12th
March and our eggs will be arriving in March to hatch into lovely
chicks. We have an exciting few weeks ahead, | look forward to
seeing as many of you as possible at the coffee morning.



SUBJECT SPOTLIGHT

WORLD BOOK DAY

On Thursday 6th (World book day) we encourage staff to dress up as a character from
a book - students can also do this! We will have some fun world book day themed
activities taking place during form time and at lunch, as well as a creative writing
competition students can join. We look forward to seeing all the costumes and

reading your stories!
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- Hand your stories in to Kathryn once completed

1 Brief: Write a story based _
around Orange Tree J
School

Remember to include:
A clear narrative structure
A clear plot
A clear mood

Book of the month:
King of Nothing -
Nathanael Lessore

FOOD TECH

This month in Food Tech, KS3 Students made delicious Valentine’s day cookies, while
KS4 students worked hard on their coursework and exams.

Year 7 students made cheesy garlic bread and started their Gardening project:
redesigning the inside of our shed so we can plant our own herbs, fruits and veggies.
Year 8s have prepared paellas, swiss rolls and marble cupcakes, and Year 9s delighted
everybody with their afternoon tea projects!




PSHE AND SOCIAL LEARNING UPDATES

PSHE

So far this term the students have covered a variety of topics within our theme of
Relationships and Sex Education. We are so proud of how well all the students have
engaged in lessons that can be sensitive and difficult topics. Please find below a list of
helpful and safe websites that your child may want to use to explore these topics
further.

Brook Health lives for young people - https://www.brook.org.uk
NHS Website - https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/sexual-health/
Support for Puberty - Boys & Girls https://www.childline.org.uk
Help for women and children on domestic abuse
https://www.womensaid.org.uk/information-support/

Support for LGBT+ people in abusive relationships
https://galop.org.uk/

SOCIAL LEARNING

KS3: This half term in Social Learning, our Year 7s and 8s have started their lego
therapy projects and are using this approach to develop their communication and
interaction skills.

Our Year 9s are working on problem solving skills and interoception, as well as
planning an event to build team-working skills, and an out of school trip to a café.

KS4: Our Year 10 students have been learning about personal information and form
filling. The Year 11s are continuing to work on their personal goals, and we have had
some lovely sessions with individuals helping them with things like: preparing for
college interviews, creating CVs, understanding the rules of dating, managing money,
creating a healthy sleep routine, etc.

STUDYBUGS

We have introduced a new, more efficient and secure system for reporting your child’s
absence due to illness. If you haven't already, please get the free app, or register on the
Studybugs website, and use it to tell us whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend
school.

https://studybugs.com/about/parents.



IMPORTANT DATES

Orange Tree School’s
Safeguarding Team

If you have any concerns
about a child or want to talk
to a designated or deputy
safeguarding lead, please
speak to one of the
following:

DSL: Zoe Ramshaw
DDSLs: Hayley Hunter,
Keziah Arthur

APPRECIATION LEAF OF THE MONTH

Each Month we will have an appreciation tree

winner by picking a leaf at

Appreciation Tree. This month, the winner is

Jasmine.

March 6th 2025
World Book Day
March 7th - 16th
Science Week
March 14th 2025
Pi Day
March 17th - 23rd
Neurodiversity Week
March 26th 2025

random from our

Parent Communication Day
(School Closed to Students)

ORANGE TREE VALUES

Optimistic
Ready to Learn
Achievement
Nice and kind
Good listening
Effort

Team work

Respectful

Engagement

Empathy and Acceptance

THERAPY TYRIPS

KS3 Students continue to attend their
Wild About the woods trips and visits
woodcutting - learning how to use a

saw and axe - while KS4 students are

Her leaf said:

“Jasmine, for being
so kind and caring
and always trying
her best :)”

Thank you Jasmine,
we hope you like
your  appreciation
gift!

enjoying their last few skiing sessions
(the last one is next Friday!)

General Resources and links:

Podcast for parents of students with PDA

https://feeds.captivate.fm/pda-parents/

Article about being a young person with Selective Mutism
Selective Mutism: 'l struggle to talk but dream of being on stage' - BBC News

BBC article on school avoidance

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpq9dgvi38wo



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpq9dgv138wo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj0j8qydl70o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpq9dgv138wo

At Hatlonal Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the iInfermation to hald an Infermed conversation about enline safety with their children, should they teel
itIs needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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